614                 HANNIBAL A  GOOD HATER.

skillful campaigns against vast odds, which have no equal in history. He
taught the Romans their trade, and is worthily named " The Father of Strat-
egy."

IN the galaxy of great captains the stars are equal. Many
claim for Hannibal a lustre beyond the others. Measuring
his task and resources by those of any soldier of history, he
may be not untruthfully said to be primus inter pares. His
character has already been drawn in his wonderful cam-
paigns ; but, at the risk of repetition, it is worth while to
sum up the man and soldier.

The Barcas were an old race, on whose family-tree the
names of Belus and Dido were written in letters of gold.
Its pride was inborn; it held up its head from no upstart ar-
rogance. Genius and patriotism stood at the service of every
earnest project of the state, and ennobled the race more than
its ancient lineage. "While Hamilcar and his sons lived, the
Barcas were distinctly the first family in Carthage.

Hamilcar had four sons and two daughters. Of the latter,
one married a Massylian prince, the other Hasdrubal the
Handsome; the sons were Hannibal, Hasdrubal, Hanno and
Mago. Some authors exclude Hanno; but Livy mentions
him as the son of Hamilcar when, in 204 B. c., he rode out
at the tead of his four thousand horse from the gates of
Carthage never to return, and Valerius Maximus makes
Hamilcar speak of " four lion's whelps which I have raised
to exterminate the Boman name."

The earliest recollection of Hannibal was the sight of his
father clad in mail; the first stories to which he listened were
those of his father's wonderful defense of Ercte and Eryx
against the Eomans. His childhood's pleasures were in the
camp; the keenest impulse on which he acted was hatred
of the name of Rome. The Phoenicians were good haters.
Hannibal proved no exception.d the war against Borne, Hannibal was deep, original, bold, secretive and
